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Why do | do it?

z.ﬁ.wm [I'st ADDICTED. That’s all I can come up
with. Why else does a self-employed com-mercial
illustrator with a workload that’s always at least one
more job than caa comfortably fit on the schedule add
atheist activism 1o the mix?

Fascination. I'm ntterly fascinated that as we ap-
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proach the twentv-first century. the n-
sane superstition we call religion still
dorminates the minds and lifestyvles of so
many people. What are they thinking” Or
mavbe the question 1s really. ~“Why
aren 't they thinking?”

This intrigue has plagued me for 30
vears now. Consider our place 1n the cosmos. sitting on
this tiny. insignificant planet on the remote edge of a
rather common galaxy consisting of some 400-billion
other suns and onc of 10O-billion other galaxies situa-
ted tn an infinite universe, Why do we consider our

species so significant?

Do vou know how big a bil-
lion 1s? If vou started counting
right now advancing one num-
ber per second. when would you
reach the number -billion? An-
swer about 32 vears. Now.
sharing the planet with some
6-billion other humans. at that
rate of meeting them you would
need almost 200 secars to en-
counter them all. That’s nearly
as long as the United States has
been a nation. And 1n 30 vears.
that number may be doubled!

Since the universe 1s infinite,
a concept cven an all-powerful
god could never contemplate, an
infinite number of other galaxy
clusters can exist right now. 1
can understand the arrogance of
religion to have placed such im-
portance on our species a thou-
sand vears ago when the means
10 ponder such things was sin-
plv not vet available. In this day,
1t is unforgibable.

Atheisin 1s not the minority
position we are ked to belicve—
cspecially among first-world
nations. Curiously. we are more

saturated with it than our contemporaries. but then
again. it's all about monev. Fe have it. Lots of it. And
the church still gets it tax-free. Gobs and gobs of it
Which they use to blow their own horn so they can take
in still more.

And here we sit. a non-profit group without a single
paid employee. allying with other organizations with
similar concerns about state/church separation. And
now ['m the president. What are my ambitions for this
group and how do | hope to achieve them?

To me. the most important aspect of Atheists of
Flori- da is simply to exist. The presence of such an
outspoken organization in any commumnity tells others
that we no longer are ashamed of simply nor being
superstitious. That 1s the only divisive criteria. Why on
carth would anvone be ashamed of that?

In the Tampa Bay arca. now that we hamve a
telephone hne installed and a permanent advertisement
in The Weekly Planet. we receive an average of threc
calls per week from other atheists who arc secking
others like us. Where else would thev go to find the
camaraderie of other non-superstitious people in a
society saturated with retigion?

But our highest hurdle is this: they each come
sceking sormething more than camaraderie. and each
secks something different. So often. when they don't
find what thev anticipate, we never hear from them
again. We need to work at retaining the interest which
first caused anyone to contact us.

The other most important thing we can do 1s fight
the state/church separation battle. A single person
bringing a complaint about a violation can change the
outcome of a violation. But at’s always easier done with
an entire organization backing that person up.

Our Mark Twain Scholarship Fund can only sernve to
improve our image while demonstrating that one need
not reach his/her 70°s to become a critical thanker.

We have now grown sufficiently in size to take a
serious stand against the arrogant vielations of reli-
gionist politicians. school boards. and other public
figures. By networking with other state/church separa-
tton organizations. we can become part of an even
larger body of force.

We are sufficiently networked to cven assist indivi-
duals who have encountered religious discrimination if
that violation 1s a constitutional issue. Bevond that.
Atheists of Florida i1s not vet to the point where we can
do much more. We all have jobs and lives which come
first. But our president for the first five vears, Christos
Tzanelakos. has laid an excellent foundation on which
we can expand. That's my highest priority.

We atheists need to collectively get involved in this
orgamizatton. A hitle time from each of us can accom-
plish lots. Proselyvtizing and Bibiical debate arc a waste
of time. One can’t reason with an irrational mind. Or
as Dan Quayle said. "A mind is a terrible thing to lose,
or. it’s a ternble waste to losc one’s mind.” He ought to

know.
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Moral instinct: the brightest gem
of human character

So often we overhear that our society simply
could not exict without biblical guidance. A of F
member Sid Goetz responded to such a letter
with this submission printed ni the Tampa
Tribune December 73, ‘98

Miguel Serrrano is so

LETTERS

wrapped up tn his Christi-
anty that he cannot con-
ceive of a decent civiliza-
= - . tion without the Ten Com-

N ./\. -
v DA mandments

Yet. with 90 percent of
our population professing to be “Christians.” Serrano 15
forced to acknowledge that “todayv’s socicty breaks
every commandment. We have uot only forgotten the
Ten Commandments: we now reject them.”

We mught also remember that the vast majority of
prison inmates in our country strongly profess their
Christianity. One would have to search very hard 10
find an atheist among them

Back in 1814. Themas Jefferson. our Foundmng
Father and president of the United States. wrote that
human virtue and morality need not depend upon behief
m God. [n a fetter to Thomas Law. Jefferson offered the
following obsenvation:

“If we did a good act merelv from the love of God and
a belief that it 1s pleasing to him. hence arises the mor-
alirv of the Atheist? It is idle to say. as some do. that no
such being exists.

“We have the same evidence of the fact as most of
those we act on. to wit' their own affirmations and their
reasonings in support of them [ have obsernved. indeed.
generally that while in Protestant countries the defec-
tiwns from the platomic Christiamty of the priests is to
Deism. i Catholic countries they are to atheism.

“Diderot. D'Alembert. D'Holbach. Condorcet. are
known to have been among the most virtuous of men.
Their vartue. then. must have had seme other foun-
dation than the love of God... Good acts give us
pleasure. but how happens it that they give us pleasure?
Because nature hath unplanted 1 our breasts a love of
others. a sense of duty to them. a moral instinet. m
short. which prompts us irrestibly to feel and to succor
their distresses. .. I sincercly. then believe with yvou 1n
the general existence of a moral instinct. I think it is the
brightest gem with which the human character is stud-
ded. and the want of it as more degrading than the most
hideous of the bodly deformities.”

As for Serrano’s final comment that our goverumnent
and Constitution were cstablished “with faith and belief
in God.” [ challenge him to show one 10ta of proof. He
appears o be totally ignorant of the fact that the US.
Constitution contains not a single reference to Ged.
Jesus Christ. to Christianity or to the Ten Command-

Miami Book Fair

From the internet: zardoz@icanect.net (Zardoz)
To: athalfle@aol.com

To all unbelicvers,

[ just want to thank the Atheists of Florida for parti-
cipating at the Miami Book Fair. I purchased Bertrand
Russell's book. i F'm not o Chriatian there. and 1
am reading 1t now.

Regards.

Jim alker
Freethinkers: http://members icanect.net/~zardoz

Voucher sham

We proudly proclaim that the U.S is a nation of
laws. not men: and the laws we live by are the Consti-
tution with its Bill of Rights

Oh. Really?

I am amazed and appalled how quickly legrslators
who swear an oath to preserve and defend the Consti-
tution. both state and federal. work to destrov it from
within upon taking office.

Case in point 15 the current voucher proposal of
laking public tax money that pays for our public educa-
tion svstern and giving it to prevate schools, moestly reli-
gious. under the guise of calling it “opportunity schol-
arships ~

Nothing could be further from the truth. The cost of
this travesty of law-making 1s bevond nmionev The dam-
age to the nstitntion of a free quality cducatien for all
children. will be felt by students. teachers. parents. 1n
fact. every facet of our community. The first students
wheo opt to leave the public schools will be the first vic-
tims of this reckless deconstruction of our public
schools.

Coming from so-called faitling schools thev will be
immediately identified as “failures.” Thev will have no
fricnds. and no kind of support svstem. Their parents
witl have false expectations of their unprovement and
will be bitterly disappointed on them. Do vou really
think thev have the ability to cope with what they don’t
understand? Do you understand?

This 15 just the tip of the iccberg of misery to come.

To the pareats of chiuldren who want the best for their
children... Remember. there 1s no such thing as a free
lunch. Demand your legislators tmprove the public
schools and stop fooling themselves and the public.
Tell them vou know the money is available and to use
it for education. not for tax cuts that will benefit the
rich. not the poor or the middle class.

To the legislators. . while there is still time. step back
and think Study wavs and means of bettering our
schools. which incidentally. don't extst 1n a vactum
Study now the family can be strengthened to help the
schools help the children. Most of all. play by the
rules.. the Bill of Rights. Do vour job as it was intended
or tesign. You are there for all of us, not for special

ments —Niddney M. Goetz inlerests —Florence Morgenroth
.O:_mno:. FL St Petersburg %V
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Imagine a World withou! Nalional Armies

—Sandra M. Loomudis

For all
the

peace
and
equality
that has
been
created,
this
world is
lacking.

May 7.2079

ATE HAS CHOSEN sou to read these words for
fate s own reason You opened an old paper book 1 an
antiqre store. or. perhaps found this among aging
paper photographs of persons unknown. Know that |
chose my destiny. and leave only these msigmficant
ramblings as niy cputaph

I never understood why, because of ms advancing
vaars, that L and others of my ilk. were revered samply
due 1o our age Perhaps. because there were soveny fow
left afier the change occurred. Speaking solely on my
own behalf, [ was not so wise and knowing as miy long
lustory in the world would have anvone believe. During
mn vears. there was little stgnificance i my fe per-
sonallv. [ married. raised cluldren. buried a spousc.
parcuts and some of my cliidren. Few of my chuldren
weathered the change For those that sunvived. [ pray
that vou wil! find them. wherever they are. and pass
tlus slong to them. This personal insight may help
them comprehend the reasons for my choiwe

Well mto my second century of life. T am m excellent
health and fitness. thanks 1 no small part 1o the nur-
actes of science. DNA exchanges and genetic cngineer-
e have extinguished all heatth problems in the fast
twenty vears or so. Evenvone changed or borm s intelli-
eent and altrstic. except for the fow clders aimong us,
I will never understand why we were left o tius
knowing lot

The change restructiured the world cconomy and now
we are all cconomically equal Nauons no longer exist

John W. Mackay,

Hemlock Society of P A
Florida, Inc. TR

Board Certiticd Civil Trial T awyer

P.O. Box 39561
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33339

MARY BENNETT
HUDSON

Ceitifiend Corcwnt Cowrt Modiator
20 South Westland Ave.
The MacKay Building
Tumpa. FL 33606
Pampas (813 2545533
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here was music long ago—something n the words
referred to . owe arc the world 7 I've often wondered
how that writer could have been so prophetic: or if thes
ever emvasioned what those words could actually mean

I had alwavs hoped that the world would someday
chiminate hatred and violence. It seemed the ideal solu-
tion to an wnperfect, and scarnv. world. The last con-
frontation among nations ended the world as we knew
it. The land. oceans. and air were scarred. somw
thought. bevond repatr. 1 really didn’t expect 1o sunvive
—but I did And then came the change A fow Learts
souls decided to reparr creation based on their own
ideology. This planet was rebuidt as a haven for miel-
leet and ahinsm All persons with the “discases™ of
bigotry. individualinn. or sexual aggressneness, were
offered the change. Bamshiment or umprisonment was
believed oo harsh Death was the only aliernative o
the change Genetic imprinttng witl satelbite homing
allowed no vne. excmpung the elderly. an ¢escape.

For alt the peace and cquality that has been created
this world 15 lackmg 1t lacks the heart that [ remem-
ber T tanght myv Kids that whatever they did. good or
bad. would come back to them [ suppose that lack of
balance 1s the problem for me. As much as it grieved
me 1o witness the hatred and violence of the past. |
alwavs knew that these offenses were necessary i
order to have the other end of the spectmm—the givers
and the dreamers. There are no longer those wonderful
differetices between hunmans.

Buck then. people of conscience did what was
right— not because they were geneticalls engineered o
fect that wav, but because they san what was hurttuld
and chiose to be helptul We had disabilities and differ-
cnees and accominodiaied ench other. We had artists
and cceentries We had poverty and wealth and gained
ambition and cempetiion. Many had farth moa Su-
preme Belng. or. like myseifl i ourscliyes and one an-
other Religious factions disagrecd—and there was
understandimg and acceptance Nations and nation-
alities disagreed—and there was compromuse

War brought the world 1o tlus point. [t was widel
believed that before the final war. the mere threat of
deadlv conflict would force nations 1o compromse
Every now and then it worked There were however.
those insane zcalots who would not bow 1o the pressure
of threats or ¢ven minor warning Pride would not
allow nations 1o back down from the confhicl to come
Strangelv. science provided the wrong people with the
attunate answer and only blind luck previded the -
herent ability for some to sunvive the woridwide bio-
logical holocaust

All peoples of the world are now ¢qual and at peace
[ can only reminisce about the freedoms once imherent
i humamity —independence of thought. jov. passion.
mventiveness, and ceeentricity—the ven things that
made my life worthwhele Today. on my birthday, Twill
exert. for one last tine. a once abundant entity —[reg
will—and choose death .

Agamnst a backdrop of loud music. and wtentwininy
comversitions. a little-known fortress of free thouglt
holds its own on the cantpus of the University of South
Flonda, Tucked n among the food and clothing ven-
dors and the various religious booths—Christians.

Atheists of Florida: Ending
Addiction; One Day at a Time

—by Carmen Creed

Scientologists. and Muslims—the Frecthinkers of
Flonda. as thev call themselves. have stood their
sround i the USF flea market cven Wednesdm
possible since 1994 Ed Corl and Brite Grrard are the
wo amiable mainstays of the Atheist “outreach booth.”
as they call it Their booth a wide table topped by a big
shady canopy. offers {ree litermure. a variety of buttons.

(E L] EYTIYE
T
Ll v

George Giannakoulias at the Elm Street Flea Market

bumper stickers. and T-shurts flapping 1 the spring
breeze A pk tee with grayv letters reads: “Ask the
Nauve People about Christian love”. another reads
“Rehigion is qust another socially accepted addiction
Girard said they offer a place for non-believers to come
and discuss tungs A student group calied Free
Thinkers of USF recentiv staried

Corl estumated sixiy to cighty percent of the people
mterested mowhat 15 gomg on (at the booth) are young
women “Women. he savs, “nctually look at religion
as bemng a lot more oppressive than men do " fn fact
on several recent visits o the Atheists booth. many.
though not atl of the students hanging out. are female
students Corl saxd they also ot visitors who arc less
than svmpathetie o the cause He told of the ROTC

gy who came over and kicked the booth

The ambiance. like the weather this spring dav. was
mild. brecsy. but the atheists have had a few hair-
rasing encounters. A Muslim student stopped by to 1ell
thent if they were 1n a Muslim country they'd be shot
Then there were the skinheads who told Girard they
wanted to burn (the atheists) in an oven. Girard said he
has videetape of a man shouting. ~! don't need no
mitellect. T got Jesus!”

On this March afternoon. a voung woman accompin-
ied by o male friend. dropped by and jomed the group
A regular visntor. she said she's the the “pagan contin-
gent” The conversation 1urned to ihe drug plague
sweeping the nation In that long ago decade of the
7078 the writer recalled. drug treatment was avatlable
on demand. and heromn addicts rouwtinely received
methadone. counseling. and other scrvices paid for by
the government. Things hive changed a lot sinee the
Reagan vears. and the question was rmsed. why are
most addicts today “treated” only after thevre urged to
anve thelr drug habit 1o o “hugher power'™

Corl recalled a friend who was in AA - who asked him
to attend meetiigs with her He told her. T don't want
10 o 1o yvour meetings because 1U's rehigon

And she said. "No 1's not”

“You have a lugher power.” Corl argued

“Well vour higher power can be o duck.”™ she told
him

Replied Corl. “Then the duck 1s a god ™

The voung pagan conunented that when people are
addicted to drues. the state gives them something else
to be addicted 10 "Hook “em on religion.” sand Corl.
adding. “Instead of selving vour co-dependeney prob-
lem. vou trade vour chemical addiction to a fantasy ©

“lUs self-delusion.” simd Girard

What's the benefit of keeping people dependent on
something. whether 1t's drugs or rehigion?

“It gives the govermment power over them.” said the
pagan girl

“It's the cheapest way oul.” siid Corl Keeping
people hooked on religion is cheaper and casier than
solving o person’s problemis. as with @ shrnk. for -
S1ANCES

Strangely enough. the Athcists of Flonda nme a
“patron satnt T He 1s an Arkansas-based trucker named
Robert Higgins who travels with o poodle named
Bridgett  Britt met Robert when they were both
picketing n front of George Bush's church in Texas.
According to Grrard. Bush has said atheists are not to
be considered good Anwcricans. and shouldn’'t be al-
lowed to hiold office “If sou've ever seen Episcopalians
wade through a picket line of atheists. it 15 a sight 10
behold.” recalied Girard Robert supplics the ourtreach
bootlt with all us books. visits a couple tumes 4 setn-
ester. and spends lus vications here By the way . Corl
savs. 1o anvence who's interested in startitg their own
outrcach booth. we'll supphy all the basic pamphlets. 3
cent bumper stickers. and T-shurts at cost ?
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